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Part. Dy 
Conſequence 


Let every Man be 
15 in his own 


HERE have been in every 
Age of the Church Different 


Sentiments among Chriſtians , 


concerning Points both of Be- 
As lief and Practice; and it can- 
gnot be reaſonably hoped that 
| it mould be otherwiſe while we Eno but in 
of Judgments is a Natural 
rom Humane Imperfe&ion , 


which cleaves to Believers as well as others ; 
ſince our Capacitys, Means of Information, 


A and Diligence, 


4 


befides many other tinge 
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which have an Influence on the Underſtand- 


ing, are ſo Unequal, is it ever to be expect- 


ed we ſhall perfectly Agree in our Opinions? 
But muſt the Peace of the Church on that 
Account be broken? Then it could never 
poſſibly be preſerved, and all the Rules of 


the Goſpel congerning it would be Impracti- 
cable, indeed mere Inſignificancys; for they | 


mult Depend on a molt Precarious nay Im- 


poſſible Condition. Certainly our Blefled Re- i 


deemer was not wanting in his Care for Ne- 
 ceflary Order and Harmony among his Ser- 
vants; we may therefore ſafely conclude that 
ſuch an Agreement in Sentiments is no Part 


of that Neceſſary Ordet, ſince he has made 


no Proviſion for it: On the contrary, all the 
Directions which He and his Apoſtles gave 


about Charity and Forbearance, ſuppoſe Dif- 


feerences to remain among Chriſtians : Indeed 
they are ſuch, as if we did conform our 


{elves to them, there would be an End of Un- 


chriſtian Debates and Contentions, not in an 
Exact Unanimity of Judgment and Uniformi- 
ty of Practice, but in Charity which is the bond 


of Perfectneſs. 


My Text has an immmediate Reference ta 
the Diviſion between the Jewiſh, and Gentile 


Chriſtians about the Obſervance of the Moſai- 
cal Rites. The Jews even after they were 
Converted to Chriſtianity, not only retain'd 
a great Affection for their Ancient Uſages, 
but were Perfuaded the Law enjoyning them 
was of Perpetual Obligation; it is probable 


S 


. 
5 


2 


1 888 „ = | ä 


on Perſonal Perſuaſion, 5 4 


too, they had an exceſſive Veneration for the 


Cuſtoms received by Tradition from their 
Fathers, which were founded on no Divine 


Inftiturion at all: But whether the Miſtake 
took it's riſe from the one or the other of 
theſe Cauſes, that is, whether they believed 


the Ceremonial Law was {till in Force, or 


weakly Imagin'd themſelves bound to obſerve 
the Traditions of the Elders ; the Conviction 


of their own Minds was their Rule, and their 


Conſciences directed them to the Diſtin&tion 
they made between Meats and Days. On the 
other hand, the Gentiles who never had been 
under the Yoke of Moſes's Law, and the 
Conſtitution of the Jewiſh Church, and by 
their firſt Inſtructions in Chriſtianity, ſo far 
from any Injunction to Obey, they were 
taught their Freedom from that heavy Bur- 


den, aud had reaſon to ſtand faſt in their Liber- 


ty and not to be Intangled with a Toke of Bondage. 
Gal. v. 1. Tho' Charity in ſome Caſes might 
dire& them to wave their Priviledge, and 
Comply with their weak Brethren for avoid- 
ing Offence ; Thus far however the Differ- 
ence Was innocent, tho in ſuch caſes Truth 
muſt al ways be on one fide and Error on the 
other: and here the Miſtake was on the Part 

of the Jews, retain'd too with Obftinate 
Prejuflice, againſt the convincing Evidence of 
plain/Goſpel Declarations, confirm'd by a 
Multitude of Miracles, eſpecially the Gift 


of the Spirit by the hearing of Faith without the 
Wirks of the Law. At laſt the Diſſentions 
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of theſe Partys grew to ſuch a height as to 


Affect their Charity and Chriſtian Communi- 
on, not by the Natural Tendency of Differ- 
ence in Opinion, but from the Luft, of Men 
that war in their Members. He who was well 


inſtructed in Goſpel Liberty and Neglected 


the Abrogated diſtinction of Meats and Days, 
deſpis' d his Brother who was Qtherwiſe Mind- 

ed, as Weak and Ignorant; and on the other 
hand was Cenſured by Him as Profane, for 
Treating with Contempt things which ſeem'd 
to be ſtill Sacred by Divine Appointment, or 

by a Venerable Ecclefiaſtical Cuſtom. Then 
the H. Spirit ſaw it needful to Interpoſe, and 

by his Direction the Apoſtſẽ lays down ſuch 
Rules, as if duly obſerv'd wou'd perpetuate 


Concord among Chriſtians, in that and all 


Parallel (Caſes ; the ſum of them is this. The 
Servants of Our Lord muſt not preſume to 
judge or Condemn one another, ſince all 
 muft ſtand before his Tribunal, and there Re- 

exive according to what they have done in the Body. 
Who may venture to Judge before the time, and 
and declare any out of his Favour for Rrefeſ- 


| ſing Opinions, and uſing Practices, wherein 


it is impoſſible for Men to know they Act 


Inſincerely? And they muſt not make Arbi- 


trary Encloſures within the Church of 


Chriſt, the Doors of which are according 


to his will left open to all his true ras. "0 


nor Form themſelves into Se&s diſtinguiſhed 


by peculiar Tenets and Uſages : ſuch asiwe 


cannot know to be Unworthy of God's Ar- 
VVV ceptandꝭ 
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ceptance, we ſhould not Judge Unworthy of 


our Fellowſhip, but receive them as Bre- 
thren into Chriſtian Communion, and not 
exclude them by the rigid Teſt of an 
exact Agreement in Doubtful and Diſputable 
Points. : 
The Words of my Text ate a ſtrong En- 
forcement of this Peaceful and Charitable 
Demeanor of Chriſtians one towards another, 
for if every Man to his Acceptance with God, , 
ought zo be fully Perſuaded in his own Mind, 
then ſurely it is reaſonable they ſhou'd be left 
to their own Freedom, and not Compell'd 
by Methods of Violence to act with a Gain- 
ſaying or Doubting Conſcience, which is the 


plain T endency of ſevere reproachful Cenſures 


and an Excluſion from the Pri viledges of Fello 
Chriſtians. In ſuch caſes to judge and to 
Reject thoſe who are weak in he Faith, is to Act 
directly againſt the Will of God and againſt the 
Intereſt of True Religion; for God requires 
that his People ſhould be willing, and that his 
Service ſhould be their Choice upon full 
Conviction, and therefore while they ſtruggle 
with their remaining Infirmities and Pre- 
Judices, and are growing up by degrees from 
Error, into the knowledge of the Truth, 
"he Bears with them, communicating Light as 
they are capableof it. This was the way our Bleſ- 


| fed Saviour treated his Diſciples, who on many - 


occaſions appear'd ſlow of heart to believe the 

Truth, and indeed were Poſſeſs'd with ſtrong 

Prejudices againſt it, yet he neverThruſt them... 
W away 
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away from his ſociety for their Ignorance and 
Errors, but exercis'd Patience towards them, 
till at laſt under his gracious Care, and by 
his meek and compaſſionate Inſtructions they 
arriv'd at Mature Knowledge. But ah ! how 


_ unlike the ſpirit of their great Maſter ? when 


He went to receive a Kingdom to himſelf, his 
ſervants began to Rule over their Fellow-ſerv- 


ants with Rigor; they muſt be Beaten into 
their Duty, and even the Underſtandingof it, by 
the Terrors of Ex communication, and the 


wrath of God denounc'd againſt them, not 
for acting contrary to the Perſuaſion of their 


own Minds, but according to it: Truth or 
what is Judg'd ſo by Men, muſt be Forc'd 


upon them whether they can receive it or 
not, and for the ſake of what Church-Guides 
are pleas'd to call Decency, ( taking their 


notions of it too much from this world ) a 


ſtrièt Complyance in things confeſſedly Un- 
ſcriprural, at leaſt Uneſſential, muſt be rigo- 
rouſly Enjoyn d. e 

But I deſign to conſider the Words which 


I have taken for the Subject of this Diſcourſe, 


* —— OUT GECCRGENS 


* 


not only as they are of uſe to Chriſtians in 
their Societys, recommending Charity and 


Mutual Forbearance; but as a Direction to 


every Man Singly, and they contain this 
Important Doctrine that Religious Obedience is 


1 | founded on Perſonal Perſuaſion. We have, all of 
By us, to do with God, and every manat laſt muſt 


give an Account of Himſelf in Particular. Ir 


concerns us rherefore to Govern our ſelves by 


ſome 
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au Perſonal Perſuaſion. 


{ome ſteady Principle, which may give us Con- 
fidence towards our Great Lord at his ap- 


pearance; It is from him we are to expect 
our Reward, and what may pleaſe him, 


ought to be the only Point in queſtion with 


his ſervants : The Deciſions of Men are not! 


Infallible Declarations of his Mind, and we 
cannot be ſafe in ſubmitting to them Abſo- 


| lutely ; tho' our doing ſo, may ſecure us a- 


gainſt the reproaches ot the world, yet it will 


not be a ſufficient Defence againſt the re- 


N of our Conſciences or the Diſplea- 
ure of God. 1 | 
The Apoſtle rather recommends another 


Rule, namely, he full Perſuaſionsf our own Minds, 


I ſuppoſe it will be allow'd he means a Per- 
ſuaſion concerning the Truth of what we 


Profeſs, or the Lawfulnels of what we Db. To 


Imagine that we are Neceſlarily Determin'd 


to a particular Opinion, as if He had ſaid, 
Let every Man have a Right Perſuaſion, and 


let his ſentiments be exactly agreeable to the 
Truth, otherwiſe he ſhall not be accepted, 1 


ſay, to Imagine this, were to make the Rule in- 


tirely uſeleſs, becauſe it cou d never be ap- 
plyed, and to contradict the plain deſign ofthe 


whole Chapter, for he all along ſuppoſes a 


Difference both of Judgment and Practice to 
remain, and yet teaches that it will not affect 


the ſtate of any Man with reſpect to the 


Favour of God, For the Kingdom of God is not 


(the Eſſence of Chriſtianity do's not conſiſt in, 
and our acceptance wy not depend on) Meat 


and 
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and Drink (any External Obſervances or 
abſtaining from them or men's Different 


Opinions concerning them) but righteduſneſs 


and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. For he that 


in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt is acceptable to 
| God and ( ought to be) approved of Men. 
v. 17. 18. I think therefore it is certain the 
Text muſt be thus underſtood. All fincere 
Chriſtians have not attain'd to an equal 


meaſure of underſtanding, nor can be after 


their moſt impartial Enquiries, of the ſame 


ſentiments in every particular: But let none 


be ſhock'd in their Charity towards others, 
or in the hopes of their own acceptance 


on that account. Let every man enjoy the 
Freedom of following the Light of bis 


Conſcience, and no Chriſtians carry their 


2al for agreement ſo far, as to break in 


upon the Eſſential Condition of our Title 


to God's Favour, which is acting ſincerel 


according to the Iaward Conviction of our 


Minds. : | 
The Apoſtle's Rule according to this plain 


ſenſe of it, is ſo Evident, ſo perfectly agree- 


able to the Invariable Reaſon and Nature of 
Things, and to the Declarations of the Goſ- 


pel, nota few Texts only, but the General 


deſign and Tenor of the Chriſtian Revelati- 
on ; One would think there ſhould be no de- 
bate concerning it: But the Intereſts and Paſ- 
ſions of Men dividing them into Partys, and 


_ engaging them to purſue other Ends than 


purely thoſe of Religion, have given Birth 


to ſtrange Inventions, and been able to raiſe 
tuch 
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ſuch Clouds as involve the moſt obvious 


* important Truths in thick darkneſs, I ſhail 


therefore think it not unneceſſary to 11- 
luſtrate by ſome arguments what the Spirit 
ot God has here ſo clearly taught us. 

But before I come to that, I ſhall firſt. 
Explain the Nature of the Perſuaſion 
which is here required, and whereby 4 
man muſt hope to be approved of God, 
and Juſtified ro himſelf 

Secondly, I ſhall conſider the proper Object 
of our Perſuaſion, or what things they 
are concerning which we muſt be Per- 
ſuaded. 5 : 

Firſt, / am to Explain the Nature of the 
Perſuaſion which is here required, and wherely 
a man muſt hope to be approved of Ged, and 
Fuſtify'd to himſelf. We ſhall fatally miſtake 
if we think our ſelves ſafe in following every 
raſh and indeliberate Judgement, the haſty 


_ Suggeſtions of a vain Unguided Imaginati- 


on, or of irregular Deſires and Paſſions ; 
ſuch a Condu& is ſo far from being cither 
Rational or Religious, it wou'd be the per- 
fe& reverſe of them both : Inſtead of Pleaſing 


God, it wou'd be the greateſt poſſible Affront to 


his Authority, and to Act, rather tobe Aged, 
by the Impetuous Fury of a blind and bru- 
tal Impulſe, inſtead of being Perſunded in one's 

own Mind. Every one that underſtands the 


E Actings of his own Soul, and ſeriouſly | Re- 
flects on it's Powers, knows what Difference 


there is between being Perſuaded, which is an 
e Aſſent 
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Aſſent form'd upon Evidence and Attentive 
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Reaſoning, and an indeliberate Determinati- 


on without Evidence and without Enquiry. 


It is true in the Aſſent of our Minds to, or 
Diſſent from any Propoſition, we are wholly 
Paſfive, being Neceſlarily and Inevitably De- 


termin'd by the Evidence which Appears 


to us, It is not in our Power to Refuſe, 


or ſo much as ſuſpend ſuch an Aſſent or 
_ Diſſent, not from any faulty Impotence \, 


but as far as I can ſee, from the Eſſential 
frame of the ſoul it ſelf, ' and in that where- 
in by the very Conſtitution of our Nature 


ve have no Liberty, there can be neither 


Moral Good nor Evil. But fince we know 


by Experience, and the Scripture teaches us, 
we are apt to run into miſtakes thro? In- 
attention, and the ſecret Influence of our Af- 
fections and Paſſions ; it muſt be our unqueſ- 
tionable duty, as it is indeed the beſt Uſe we 
can make of our Reaſon, to guard againſt 
theſe Springs of Error eſpecially in the Judg- 


ments and Reſolutions we Form, concerning 


points of Faith and Obedience to God; which 
being of the greateſt Importance to our Sal- 


vation, the freeſt Exerciſe of our Underſtan- 
dings is requir'd in them, that we may ſerve 
God and promote our own happineſs as be- 


comes Rational Creatures, 
' From hence I infer two Neceſſary conditi- 


ons of that Perſuaſion which only will render 


us acceptable in the Matters of Religious 
belief and Practice. 1ff. That it be deliberate; 
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' -tudden and Raſh concluſions without duly 


weighing the Reaſons upon which they are 
founded; and what Evidence there may be 
on the oppoſite ſide, are the reproach of In- 
telligent Natures, ſuch as ours; which not 
being capable to comprehend at one View 
the Kern of things, muſt therefore proceed 
leaſurely, and ſupply, as far as we can , the 
defe& of Capacity by ſerious Conſideration, 
2dly, Our Perſuaſion ought to be unprejudi- 
ced, free from Paſſion or the Influence of 
any Conſideration, except that which ſhould 
Rationally determine us; that is, in the pre- 
ſent Caſe, any thing but the pure Evidence 
of the Mind and Will of God. When For- 
reign motives are brought into the Counſels 

of the Soul, and it inclines to one ſide of 


the Queſtion in debate by the Opinions of 


other Men, by worldly Intereſt, by the biaſs 


of it's own corrupt Affections, by a fond 


Reſpect to Preconceiv'd Notions, which 
render it ynwilling thro” Puſillanimity, pride 
or ſloth to undergo the Fatigue of an Im- 
partial Examination, or bear the Reproach 
of a diſcover'd Miſtake ; when any of theſe 
things, or others of a like Nature influence 
the Mind, it fails in its Duty and comes 
ſhort of that Perſuaſion upon which alone 
it can Act with Safety. e OR 
But if thofe two Conditions ate duly” 
obſerv'd, I do not ſee what more can 
poſſibly be required according to the Eſ- 
ſential Conſtitution of our ſouls, or accord- 
> e 
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ing to the Goſpel, to Our acting with Con- 
fidence as approved to God and to our ſelves; 


for acting according to a perſuaſion thus 
qualified is the very Eflence of Sincerity ; 
by which only it is that any of the ſons of 
men can aſſure their hearts before God, it muſt 


be confeſs'd, that nene of Mankind can attain 
to it perfectly in this world. We are till 
obnoxious to errors of Judgement, and 


failures in practice through Inattention and 
Prejudices, irregular Appetites and paſſions, 
the weakneſs and vices of the mind, of 
which we ſhall not be altogether diveſted 


in this Imperfect ſtate. But yet ſuch an 
Upright Diſpoſition, I mean, ſuch prevail- 
ing degrees of it ( and 1 have ſhown 
wherein it conſiſts) may be attained as 
will not only render us acceptable to God, 


but afford us ſufficient Ground of Confi- 


dence that we are Accepted : for otherwiſe 
one end of the Goſpel Revelation would 
be defeated; Our Saviour ſpoke and his 
Apoſtles wrote to Chriſtians that their joy 


might be full. ( John XI. 11.) That 
they might know they have a Title to 
Eternal life. ( John V. 13. ) But that Joy 
and knowledge they could haye no other 
way than by an inward Teſtimony of 


their ſineerity, and ſincerity may be known in 
the manner. I have mentioned, or which is 


the ſame thing, acting habitually according to 


the Perſuaſion of our own Minds in the ſenſe 
of the Apoſtle ; { and ſo far as the preſent 


infirmity | 
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infirmity of Humane Nature will allow. 


He is a ſincere perſon and may Enjoy 
the comfortable Aſſurance of his ſincerity 


who in oppoſition to his worldly Intereſt 


and the ſinful inclinations of his heart, faith- 
tully endeavours to do the Will of God, and 
to abſtain from every known fin, who 
willingly and with a ready mind embraces 
every Diſcovered Truth, and renounces every 


diſcovered Error, and who continually la- 


bours to find out his remaining ſins and 
miſtakes, that he may reject them, ſuch a 
Perſon, I ſay, is ſincere; and may know 
himſelf to be ſo, though. there are till de- 
fe&s in his ſincerity through the unſeen 
and unallowed influence of the Corrupt 


 Motives of his heart. This ſeems to be 
the only juſt foundation upon which a man 


can Act in the matters of Conſcience ſo as 
to pleaſe God, and have a witneſs in him- 


| Jelf, and happy is he who is thus Perſuad- 


ed in his own Mind: but ſurely none is able 


to judge of it except every man's own Con- 


ſcience : tis there the pleaſures of ſelf ap- 
probation are felt and the pains of a re- 
proaching heart. No man kuoweth thoſe things 
of a man ſave the ſpirit uhich is within him: 
We may indeed ſometimes even in Judging | 
of our ſelves and the Perſuaſion of our Minds 
be Embarraſs'd with Difficulties and Scruples, 
which generally take their Riſe from the In- 

fluence of wrong Motives ; but a Con- 


ſiderate Perſon will find in Conducting * 


* — 


1 Religiogs Obedience founded 


— 
wy 


—— * 


ſelf by this Rule, : that Freedom of thought 
not hutry'd by the Violence of the Imagina- 
tion and Paſſions, that undifturb'd Tranquil- 


lity which he knows to be the happieſt State 


of his Mind, it's very health and Strength. 


You may obſerve the Peculiar Force of 
the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, Let every man have 
a Plerophory, or as it is very well Rendred 
in our Tranſlation, let him be fully Perſuad- 
ed: The Matter being of the greateſt 


Importance, Let him in all Caſes of 
Conſcience uſe his utmoſt endeavours to 
obtain the greateſ} Certainty he can poſ- 
ſibly arcive at; let him not content himſelf 
with a ſlight and ſuperficial Examination: 
for all the induſtry he can uſe is required 


and nothing leſs .will bear him out; not, 


that we can expect an Equal degree of 
Evidence in all Caſes of Duty and of Con- 


ſcience ; we muſt be ſatisfied with ſuch a 
meaſure of it as the Nature and Circum- 
ſtances of the. thing will admit, and in Dif- 


putable caſes we ought to chooſe that fide 
On. which the greateſt clearneſs lyes; thus 


we can never be under a neceſſity of act- 
ing Againſt or Without Conviction; for a 


ſincere ſoul will always find a Refuge either 
in doing or farbearing, and it may be boped 


an Impartial and Patient Inquiry will Iſſue in 
a Perſuaded Judgment and firm Reſolution : 
but in every caſe let a man preſerve his 


own Liberty Inviolable, and not be induced by 


reſpe& to men or any worldly Conſiderati- 
On, while he is Perſuaded on the contrary, 
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« or while he doubts to eat Meats or abſtain from: 
. them, to Obſerve or Neglect days; In fine, to 
do or forbear any thing that falls within 


the wide Sphere of Confcience, wherein the 


laſt Decifion of his owr underſtanding muſt 


be his immediate Rule, CS 
2dly, Tam to conſider what is the proper 


Object of our Perſuaſion ; or, what things, 


they are concerning which we muſt be Per- 


ſuaded; and tis plain from the Occaſion and 


Scope of the Apoſtle's Diſcourle he ſpeaks 
of things vrhich are not Eſſential to Chriſtia- 
nity, but yet Matters of Conſcience. 'The 
Jewiſh and Gentile Chriſtians were agreed in 


the Fundamental Doctrines and the Great 


dutys of Religion ; There were no Debates 
among them concerning Futh in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and Repentance towards God; only 
they differed about Ceremonial Injunctions, 

which ſome thought were ſtill in Force; 
others that they were aboliſh'd. We may 
therefore infer, that in all parallel Caſes, the 
ſame Rule takes place, that is, in all Caſes 


wWherein the Reaſon of Men and the Sinceri- 
ty of Chriſtians permit them to differ: for 


can it be imagin'd that the Apoſtle would 
by the direction of God's Spirit, give ſuch 


a ſolemn deciſion upon a debate ariſing a- 


mong Chriftians, wherein he only applys 2 
General Rule to a Particular Caſe; and yet 
not intend that the ſame Rule ſhould be 
apply d in other Caſes exactly parallel and 
where the Reafon of FX equally holds; or 

| | Can 


at the ſame time there was any 
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| TIER 


ments and practices of the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans about Meats and Days, no man or So- 


ciety of Men ſhould impoſe on others, but 
every man ought to be fully Perſuaded in his 


can any one think, that in the difterent Judg- ? 


oun Mind, and in other things of a like 


Nature, wherein Conſcience is as much con- 


cern'd, no ſuch Freedom was to be allow'd ? 


we may therefore in all ſuch Caſes act with 
Confidence according to our beſt Light; for tis 
plainly the Doctrine of my Text, that Since- 
rity or following our own Perſuaſion with the 


neceſſary Qualifications I have mention d 


will render us acceptable to God, even tho 
that Perſuaſion ſhould be in it fel wrong; The 
direction was given to the Few as well as 
Gentile Converts, to thoſe who erred as well 
as thoſe whoſe Judgments were better in- 
form d, and might be ſafely followed by both; 
for I can never believe they would be nor 
only al/owed, but required to Act according 


to their Perſuafion, which was indeed an er- 


roneous one, (I mean, that of the Jeus,) if 
Reaſon to 
fear the Error of that Perſuaſion would be 


with God. 15 

If it be ſaid, our opinions cannot alter 
the Nature of things, and that Ged hav- 
ing revealed his will to us, requires our 
conformity to it, according to its real mean- 


ing and deſign, and not according to eur 
oꝛren miſtaken notions ; might not the lame 
e objettion 


imputed to them or hinder tkeir acceptance 


5 on Perſonal Perſuaſion. © 
objection have been made to the Apoſtle 
in the Caſe which he clearly decides againft 


it? but indeed it is founded on a miſtake, 


as if God did abſolutely require of us, as 
the Condition of pleaſing Him, an Infallible 
Certainty in underſtanding his Word and 
the ſtric& Conformity of our ſentiments to the 
Truth : If it were fo, how unhappy would 


the condition be of the beſt upon earth, 


fince all are lyable to errors; and God knows, 
they are inevitable! whereas he chiefly re- 
gards ſincerity, and wherever 1t 1s found, 
he approves it: It is the ſubjection of the 
ſoul to the Light of Conſcience, that is, the 
Laws of God as we underſtand them, and 
regulating our actions by it, that pleaſes 
God; The determination of the Judgment | 


whether right or wrong, does not depend on 


— * - 


our choice, and can be under no law, any 


further than that we are Indiſpenſibly bound 
upon pain of the Divine Diſpleaſure to an 


Impartial Examination, and to the regular 


Exerciſe of our own faculties (as far as thar 
falls within the direction, of the mind it 


ſelf) for diſcovering and in receiving Truth. 


The Apoftle has determined this as plainly 
as words. can do it in the very caſe of 
the text, for in the 14 verſe he ſays, I know 
and am perſuaded by the Lord Jeſus, that there 
is nothing unclean of it ſelf : there the truth of 
the matter is declared as if he had ſaid, the 
Jews indeed have no ſufficient reaſon for 
obſerving the diſtinction of meats ; for that 

| 18 
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— — — 


is intirely abrogated now under the Goſpel : 


but then he adds, to himthat eftcemeth any thing t0 
be unclean to him it is unclean; though this opinion 


cannot alter the Nature of the thing, yet 


tis à rule to him; and in diſregarding it, that 
is, in acting againſt the Light of his Con- 
ſcience, his Guilt is as great as if the thing 
was unclean of it ſelf. 0 

But though ILhave ſaid what is very Evid- 
ent from the ſcope and Connexion of the A- 
poſtle's Diſcourſe, that in this Text, the things 
wherein our full Perſuaſion is required are 


tkings of an inferiour Nature, not Funda- 


mential Doctrines and Precepts, of Chriſti- 
anity, yet in matters of the higheſt import- 
ance we cannot poſſibly be accepted without 


Per ſuaſſin; To ſay we could, would be in 


Effect to ſay, we may be ſaved by a Meer 
Projeſſion ard a Courſe of External Actions, 
that is, by Hypocriſy ; which is fo far from 
being true, that on the contrary, nothing is 


more hateful] to God; *Tis Certain indeed 


that no man to whom the Goſpel is declared 
is an Infidel without a Crime; but his fin 
does not conſiſt in the Error of his Judgment, 
but in the Attatchment of his heart to his 
luſts and worldly intereſts, whereby he is miſ- 
led and prejudiced againſt the Truth. And 
this perfe&ly agrees to the Doctrine of our 
Saviour Himſelf ; he pronounces Judgment a- 


gainſt Unbelievers becauſe of their fin, John 


3. 18. e that believeth not is condemned already. 


But in the words immediately following he 


explains 
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Men, that is, of Inelligent Creatures to do 
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— 


explains the reaſon of the Condemnation 


and ſhows what is the eſſential Malignity of 


Unbelief. v. 19. Aud this is th? Condemnation that 


light is come into the world, and men loved dark- 
neſs rather than light : becauſe their deeds were 
evil. : 

I ſhall in the III place Illuſtrate by ſome 
Arguments the Apoſtle's Doctrine in my 
Text, 1. Let us atrend to what our own 
Underſtandings will naturally ſuggeſt to us 
on this ſubject. Religion according to our 
moſt obvious Notions of it, is a Reaſonable 
Service, perform'd to the Supreme Intelligent 


Being, who obſerves the molt ſecret Thoughts 


of his Creatures in order to recompenſe them 
If we ſhou'd ſuppoſe, thar God does not 


know, or do's not regard the Operations of 


our minds in the Homage we pay him, the 
Eſſential Foundations of all duty to him are 
deftroy'd ; but no one can believe that, who 


has any fear of Gad left in his heart. It 


follows therefore that in proportion to the 


"concurring Exerciſe of our rational Powers, 
ſo is the Sincerity and the Acceptance of 
our Religious Profeſſions and Actions. If an 


external Work, which deliberately perform'd 


and with Conſent and Preſence of mind would 
pleaſe God,ſhould be done without Delibera- 


tion and Deſign, it is no more pleaſing nor 


entitles to a Reward than if it were not at 
all done, or done by another Perſon: for cer- 


tainly what God requires, is the Obedience of 


any 


* — 


— — — 
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any thing under the Notion of ſervice to 
him, without the Approbation of our under- 
ſtandings, is not to ſerve at all, but indeed to 
affront him, and to debaſe c ur ſelves beneath 
the Dignity of our Nature, by neglecting 
to improve our Reaſon, which- is our greateſt 
Excellency, to the moſt valuable Purpoſes for 
which it was given us, the Glory of our 
Creator and our own Happineſs. In Affairs 
of far leſs Moment, we find our ſelves oblig'd 
to ſee with our own Eyes, and act according 
to our own Perſuaſion, though it may be con- 
venient to conſult with Perſons reputed wiſe, 
the laſt determination ſtill is in our ſelves, and 
it cannot be otherwiſe if we are free Agents. 
Actions done with freedom and underſtanding 
are only Humane Actions, and thoſe which 
proceed from a Conviction that God requires 
and Approves them, are only Religious. Tis 
Impoſſible by the very frame of our Nature, 
that the Laws of God ſhould bind us o- 
therwiſe than as we underſtand them, which 
is fo far true that Invincible gnorance diſ- 
charges from all Obligation ro Obedience; 
therefore our own Perſuaſion muſt be the 
immediate Foundation upon which we Act, 
and whatever Guilt may be in erroneous 
Judgments as they take their Riſe from Pre- 
judice and Inſincerity, they are ſo far a Rule 
that to centradi& them in Practice, is the 
greateſt Profaneneſs ; for the Divine Autho- 
rity directly obliges the Conſcience, and he 
who does not conform himſelf to it's light, 

equally 


—— 


"on Perſonal Perſuaſion. 23 


equally rebels againſt God, whether his Be- 
lief be right or wrong. 

II. Tho it is not properly the Deſign of 
the Goſpel to teach us this Doctrine, be- 
cauſe it is a Principle of Reaſon and natural 
Religion which the Chriſtian Revelation 
ſuppoſes, yet tis evidently agreeable to the 
ſcope of the Scriptures, ſo that according to 
them neither Faith nor Obedience can be 
without it. Our Bleſſed Saviour addreſs'd 
his Inſtructions to men individually, and 
call'd upon every one to conſider for him- 
ſelf, what he was to believe and what to 
do, that he might be Acceptable to God. 
Tis Certain his Religion could never have ob- 
tain'd in the World on any other foot than that 
of Liberty, and a right in every Man to con- 
duct himſelf in Matters of Conſcience by the 
e . of his own Mind; for Mankind were 
almoft univerſally prejudic'd againſt it, and 
the Secular and Eccleſiaſtical Powers vehe- 
mently oppos'd it. Now what ſhou'd a Perſon 
do in fuch a Caſe to whom the Goſpel was 
preach'd ? he muſt either reſign his Under- 
ſtanding and Conſcience to be directed b 
others, or put on a Reſolutish to weich 
the Pretenſions of our Lord impartially, and — 
the Arguments which ſupported them, chatſo he 
might believe and profeſs and practiſe accord- 
ingto thebeſt light he could attainto: The form- 
er of theſe Methods would forever keep him 
out of the Kingdom of God, and perpetuate 

. 1 2 his 
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his Averſion to Chriſtianicy : The latter 
wou'd naturally lead him into it. 

Now may I not venture to affirm that the 
Principle, upon which alone Men could be- 
come Chriſtians at firſt, is a good one, a ſcrip- 
tural one, and ought ſtill to be allow'd among 
Chriſtians, with all it's juſt Conſequences, and 
to be applied in all Cafes in which it bears 
an Application, that is, in all Caſes whercin 
Conſcience is concern'd ; for can it be thought 
our Bleſſed Redeemer would draw men into 
his Service by Perſuaſion only, the bands of a 
Man, allowing them the freeſt Exetciſe of 
their own Underſtandings, which afterwards 
they muſt renounce, and be put under the 
power of Fallible Mortals like themſelves ? or 
wou'd he have the great Eſſentials of his 
Religion enforc'd only by Perſuaſion, and yet 
allow a rigid Impoſition in inferior Points, 
wherein an Error is infinitely leſs dangerous, 
yet inthe leaſt of them to act againſt Con- 
vLiction is Damnable? We find the Apoſtles a- 
fter their Bleſſed Maſter's Acenſion, when by 
the infallible Guidance of the Holy Spirit 
which was granted them, they fully inſtruct- 


__— 


ed the Churches in the ſublime Points of Di- 


vine Revelation, and leaving the Principles of 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, went on to Perfection, 
never us d any other Method, than that of 
Argument and Perſua ſion, leaving everyman to 
judge for himſelf andto believe and practice as 
he had ſufficient Evidence to 3 him: 
They never forc'd light on weak Be 

is 


» +0 


Hy Ad fed „ „ A £2 Li = a a co 


or 


ti 


on Perſonal Perſuaſion. 25 
is rather - Profeſſion againſt light, for real 
Conviction cannot be forc'd, ) or compell'd 
them by mere Authority, but wou'd have 
the Subjects of Chriſt captivated only by 
reaſon, and till they obtain'd a ſufficient 
Meaſure of Knowledge, they muſt, be allow'd 
to follow their own 1mperte& Light, with- 
2 out being upbraided or cenſur'd for it. The 
principal Caſe in which Chriſtians at that 
time were of different Opinions, was that 
to which my Text refers, and here you ſee 
the Apoſtle aſſerts in the ſtrongeſt terms, the 


; f Neceſſity of perſonal Perſuaſion; and this 


Doctrine he teaches uniformly in his other 


7 Writings : In the Epiſtle to the Philippians he 
ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe, and probably on 


the ſame Occaſion, Ch. III. 15, 16. Let us 
therefore as many as be perfect be thus minded : 
And if in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God 
': will reveal even this to you. Nevertheleſs, where- 
to we have already attained, let us walk by the 
2 Same rule, let us mind the ſame thing. 5 
III Every man has, or may have, a ſuf- 

2 ficient Evidence of this in himſelf. Tis com- 
> monly and very juſtly ſaid, that virtue car- 


2 ries it's own Reward with it, in the in- 


ward ſincere Joys and Satisfaction, which 
attend the Practice of it. This is a Sancti- 
on which God has added to his Laws, a- 
riſing from the very Conſtitution of our Na- 
ture; ſo much the more powerful, becauſe tis 
conſtant and immediate in it's Application; 
wo ſooner 4 good Action is. done, me 


—— — 
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ſooner a Tranſgreſſion is committed, but 


| puniſhments, which are one great Motive 


of other men, while he himſelf was not 


Sentiments of others, while he acted againſt 


Texts of Scripture ; IThe Apoſtle's rejoycing 
was the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, 2 Cor. 1. 


be ſhall bave rejoycing in himſelf alone, and; not 


— 


Man is ſatisfy'd from himſelf, pleaſure ſprings 5 | 
up in his mind and a ſelſ-applauding Joy, 
which a ſtranger canuot intermeddle uith; no 


preſently Judgment is pronounc'd, and puniſh= 
ment iuflicted in the conſuming Torments 
and Anguiſh of a reproaching heart. Now 
the force of theſe preſent Rewards and 


to Religion, eſpecially depends cn perſonat 
Perſuafion ; for Conſcience is a Monitor as 
well as a Judge; it always gives ſentence 
according to it's own light and not anothers; 
no man ever felt any Wounds of ſpirit for act- 
ing contrary to the Deciſions and Judgments 


convinc'd by them, and while he preſervd 
a due regard for the Light of his own Un- 
deritanding ; no man ever poſſeſs d the Com- 
forts. of ſelf-approbation, and the Teftimouy 
of his Conſcience, by complying with the 


his un. This Argument founded on Ex- 

perience, which can never fail, becauſe it 
neceſſarily ariſes even from the Make of 
humane Nature, is alſo confirm'd by expreſs 


12. And to the end that others might en- 
Joy the ſame ſolid and laſting Conſolation, 
he preſcribes this general Rule, Gal. 6. 4. 
But let every one prove his un Work, and then 
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in another. How ſhal a man have rejoycing 


ia himſelf by proving his own Work, unleſs 


he approves it to himſelf, that is, to the 
Light of his own Conſcience, the Perſuafion 
ef his own Mind. 


The great Prejudice againſt this Do&- 


rine, is, that it ſeems to ſap the Founda- 


tions of Humane Authority, at leaſt extrem- 


ly to weaken it, and narrow it's Province, 


by exempting from it's Juriſdiction all matters 
of Conſcience, or whatever may be ſo cal/'4 
by men, allowed the utmoſt Liberty of 
judging for themſelves ; and if every one 
may do what is good in his own eyes, how 


2? ſhal order be preſerv'd in the World or in 


the Church ? Let us conſider this Objection 
impartially; in order to which it may be 
divided into theſe Propoſitions, which I think 
contain the whole ſenſe of it. Firſt} accord- 
ing to the Principles TI have laid down, 
Matters of Conſcience are not under human 
Juriſdiction, for if every one ought to act 
according to the Perſuafion of his own Mind, 
no Man is to be detemin'd by the Deciſions 
of men, and conſequently in theſe Caſes all 
are exempted from human Authority, II. 
Thar every man muſt judge for himſelf what 
is properly a Matter of Conſcience, and is 
not Accountable to, nor can be reſtrain'd 
in ſo judging, by any Power on Earth. III. 
The Liberty which this ſeems to allow 
being boundleſs, for there is not any thing 
wherein Conſcience may not be pleaded or. 
| | pre- 


—— 
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pretended ; if ſuch a Plea be ſufficient, it. | 


wou'd ſeem to make void all Obligation on 


Subjects to obey any human Authority what- 


ſoever. And, to compleas the Argument, 


they repreſent this as ſo great an Abſurdity, | 


that becauſe of it we ought to reje& the 
Principle from which it is inferr'd. This 
is the Subſtance of what has been the moſt 
plauſibly offer'd againſt the Right of every 
Chriſtian to a& according to the full Per- 
ſuaſion of his own Mind in Matters of Con- 
ſcience ; but I muſt own it does not ap- 
pear to me Convincing, and of ſufficient 
Weight to determine us to depart from a 
Principle which is ſo evidently founded on 


Scripture and Reaſon. 1 ſhal therefore as 


a Concluſion of this Diſcoutſe, by conſi- 


dering theſe Propoſitions I have mention'd, 


farther explain the Apoſtle's Rule in my 
Text, and ſhew how it affects, or ſeems 
to affect, the juſt Exerciſe of Human Au- 
thority Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 

As to the firſt Propoſition, namely, That 


matters of Conſcience are not under human Juriſ- 


diction; it is not only a plain Conſequence 
from the Text, but the very Deſign of it; 
for the Apoſtle would have no Chriſtians 


or Society of Chriſtians, pretend to call 
their Brethren to Account for their Conduct 


In theſe things, or exerciſe any power over 


them ; and for that end he eſtabliſhes this 
Maxim, That every man ought to be Per- 
fuaded in his om Mind; from which ir 
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evidently follows, that no man can be ſafe 


in a blind Submiſſion to the Deciſions of 


others, whatever Authority they have, or in 
whatever Stations they are plac'd. If ſuch 
a Submiſſion had been the Duty of Chrifti- 
ans, why woud not the Apoſtles have 
enjoin'd it, ſince it muſt have determin'd 
all their Differences? Why wou'd he not 
have propos'd ſo eaſy an Expedient as that 
their Governours ſhould meet in Cauncil, 
and having Maturely conſider'd the Points in 
Controverſie, give Judgment in which all 
ought to Acquieſce ? or rather might he nor 
have demanded an Univerſal Obedience to 
his own Apoſtolical Authority? Bur ſo far 
from the leaſt Infinuation of any fuch Me- 
thod for peace, on the Contrary when in 


this very Chapter he declares his own Per- 


ſuaſion concerning the Matters in debate which 
he does in the Strongeſt terms, 1 Know and am 
perſuaded by the Lord Jeſus there is nothing 
Unclean of it ſelf. V. 14. At the ſame time 
he allows every man to follow the light of 
his private Judgment ; For indeed Conſcience 
has a ſupremacy in it ſelf, I mean ſo far as 
not to be ſubje& to any Tribunal Upon 
Earth; it acknowledges no ſuperior but God, 
and to him alone it is Accountable if it 
were otherwiſe, our Obedience wou'd not 
be to God but to men. | 

The TT. propoſition that every man muſt 
judge jor himſelf what is properly a matter of 


» 


Conſcience, is neceſſarily Imply'd in the nature 


of 


8 Religious Obedience founded 
of Conſcience, and muſt be allowed in order 


— 


to Eſtabliſh to every man the real priviledge 
of following his own perſuaſion. Conſcience 


is nothing elſe but the Judgment of a man 


Concerning himſelf and his own Actions 


Compared with the law of God, and as 
ſubje& to his Authority. Now how is it 
poſſible that one man ſhould determine for 
another how far this judgment ſhall extend, 
and to what Inſtances > To limit and pre- 
ſcribe to it, is, in Effect to deny it altogether; 
If one man efteemeth (that is, judgeth there is 


2 Sanctity in) one day above another, another 
man Eſteemeth every day alike, ſhall the for- 
mer of theſe be decided by the latter, and 


make his opinion a rule, while he 1s not 
convinced in his ur Mind? that is really 
to ſay he ſhal reſign his Underſtanding, 


which is not in any Man's power to do, 
he ſhal judge and not judge at the fame 


time, he ſhal believe Contradictions: And 


iſ others muſt determine for us what are 


matters of Conſcience, our priviledge of 
following our own light, will be brought into 
a very Narrow compaſs, indeed reduced to 


à mere ſhadow : for upon that abſurd ſup- 
poſition, what defence can be made. againſt 


the moſt grievous Uſurpations ? Thoſe who 


exerciſe the moſt arbitrary Authority over 
the very Underſtandings and Conſciences of 
men have no more to do than declare that 
the matters wherein they preſcribe e 
. e aws 


, 
=P 


- | L 3 > 2 : 7 = G 3 a . 32 22 * 2 * 
eo eee N a N 


e 


3 . 26. i 


— 


th ee 
a * f : . * 

8 8 1 E n ö 

CCC N e 


on Perſonal Perſuaſion. | = 
Laws are not matters of Conſcience, and 


under that pretence enforce the greateſt 
ſeveritys. 


It wou'd ſcarce be neceſſary to inſiſt on 
ſo plain a caſe, but that this is the very 
dretence under which all Impoſitions on Con- 
ſcience ſcreen themſelves. The name of 
Conſcience is ſacred and Venerable among 
men, at leaſt among Chriſtians ; There are 
few who will own any ſuch claim as that 
of dominion over it, or that they make any 
Encroachments on its Rights : But then they 
ſay it muſt be circumſcrib'd within its 
proper bounds, and Authority muſt not be 


ſhamm'd by Humour and Hypocriſy, Under 


the ſpecious pretence of Mens acting accord- 
ing to their private perſuaſion. Thus ſome 
Alledge there is a ſufficient liberty reſerv'd 
to Conſcience if no deciſions are made by 
Men againſt the ſcriptures rightly Under- 
ſtood ; Others, that Humane Authority in 
the affairs of Religion is only to be exer- 
cifed in Modes and Circumſtances, in which 
Caſe the Plea of Conſcience is not to be re- 
garded; for tis really groundleſs. Nov to 
all ſuch pretences and all Invaſions of the 
Eſſential Chriſtian Rights of. private nog: 
ment however Colour'd · and diſguil'd, 1 
wou'd only oppoſe the Solemn. queſtion which 
the Apoſtle puts in the verſe preceeding my 
Text. Who art thou that judgeſt. another man's 
Grvant ? who but the Searcher of Hearts can 
tell whether the plea of Conſcience is real 

3 | | | | ©. 
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or not? for Men to ſay it is not, is to Enter 
into the ſecrets of other Men's hearts, 
and take upon them to judge what God 
alone can judge ; Or, if the meaning be, 
that againſt ſoge humane decifions there is 
no real Plea of Conſcience, that is, there is 
no ground for it, what can this ſignify, 
but that in their opinion it is ſo? but can 
the opinion of one man or any number of 
men be a Rule to another ? then we might 
forſake the Apoſtle's Rule, and no more 
inſiſt on our Right to be every man Per- 
ſuaded in his own Mind. 5 | 
I cannot but obſerve that in the debated 
caſe among the Primitive Chriſtians to which 
My Text immediately refers, there was as 
great appearance of Reaſon for neglecting 
the pretence of Conſcience and Attributing 
it to prejudice and obſtinate Humour, as 
can well be ſuppos'd in any other. What 
Ground had the Fewjh Converts for their 


_—__—— 4. 
2 


alledged diſtinction of days, or for the purity 


of ſome Meats and the Impurity of others; 
The Inſpired Teachers of Chriſtianity had 


ſufficiently ſhow'd them all ſuch things were 


aboliſh'd, Under the Goſpel ; God himſelf 
did Interpoſe by many Miracles to demon- 
ſtrate the power of the word of truth in oppoſiti- 


on to the weakneſs of the Law, and it's | 


_ Ceremonies, Nay, the Apoſtle do's Expreſ- 
ly declare his Perſuaſion that nothing was 


of 


* 


unclean of it ſelf. How would Impoſition 


triumph, if it had ſuch advantages oF | 
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ſide? and with an impetuous Clamour run 
down all reſiſtance, imputing it o Unac- 
countable peeviſhneſs never to be ſatisfy'd: 
But the Holy Apoſtle was acted by another 


spirit; he held the Right of private judge- 


ment to be ſacred and inviolable, that ever 

mans Conſcience muſt be a Rule to himſelt, 
and ſo fara Rule to others, that no Encroach- 
ments muſt be made upon it. The only 


Queſtion now remaining is, whether this 


Liberty do's make void all obligations on 

ſubjects to obey Humane Authority. 
It muſt be own'd, agreeably to the Principles 

I have aſſerted, that no Run 80 of. 


Humane Power can in any caſe bind the Con- 


ſcience, which is Immediately ſubje& to the 
Autherity of God alone; It's Voice is to 


be heard and it's DiRates obeyed againſt 
all the Decrees of men that oppoſe themy 
Which is really no more than to fay that 


God is to be obeyed rather than Man. 


Tis true, that ſometimes the Laws of God 
Grads and men coincide, ſo far as to en- 


join the ſame External actions, and that we 
are bound to obey the juſt Commands of 
our ſuperiors unt only for wrath but alſo for 


| Conſcience ſake ; Yet it will not follow, that 


even in theſe caſes Humane Authority binds 
the Conſcience; which is apparerit from this 
plain Conſideration that the ſame principle 


of Conſcience equally obliges us to dutys 


wherein No Humane power do's Interpoſe, 


as in the relation of Equals and to acts 


2 of 
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of Charity; Nay, Conſcience lays as ſtrict an 
Obligation on Rulers to perform their duty to 
their Subjects, as on Subjects to obey them; but 
no more in the one caſe than in the other 
is there any Authority over Conſcicnce; for 
Conſcience does equally * oblige the Magiſtrate * 
to grant the . Reaſonable Requeſts of the 
ſubje ct, and the Subject to Obey his Law- i? 
ful Commands. Tis true likewiſe that there 


is nothing in the whole compaſs of Humane 
life and affairs, but what may ſome way fall 
within the wide province of Conſcience, and 
thus far men in whatever Station have no 
right to determine ſo as by their Authority 


to oblige others; Yet that do's not hinder 
but that ſome of the ſame things may in 


other reſpects, and on other Accounts, not as 
Matters of Conſcience, be ſubje& to Humane 
Superiors and properly gevern'd by them. 
To ſet this matter in a clearer Light we 
ought to Conſider diſtinctly the two kinds 


of Humane Authority, Civir, and Ec c E- 


SIASTICAL; the Firſt is an Ordinance 

Man very agreeable to the Will of God, for 
the Excellent purpoſe of preſerving peace 
and Order in Civil Societies, and muſt be 


ſuppos d to be furniſh'd with ſufficient powers 


for anſwering that End. But Magiſtrates 


at all,) in Matters of Conſcience As sun; 


la ve no more Authority than any of the reſt of 
Mankind that is, they have no proper Authority 


they 


— — 
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Subjects to receive any Propoſition as a 
Truth of Divine Revelation, or do any 
Action as a duty to God; for in theſe caſes 
it is eſſentially neceſlary, that -we ſhou'd 
profeſs and Practice purely out of Reſpect 


to God, and wherever any pretended weight 


is added to his Authority, in ſo far as that 
is regarded, it really diminiſhes from the 


* Sincerity of Obedience, and Conſequently is 
a real prejudice to True Religion. Bur this 


do's not in the leaſt impair the Magiſtrate's 
juſt power, who has {till enough referv'd for 
his Care, even the whole extent of out- 
ward Humane Actions which regard the 
publick peace. Under that Conſideration a- 


ſone they are proper ſor his Cognizance, 
y as no pleas 


and He has ſuch an Authorit 


of Conſcience can ſuperſede. 
As to ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHO- 


' RITY, we cannot judge of the nature 


and deſign of it better than by the ac- 


counts which the Apoſtles give us of their 
own ; For it will ſcarcely be alledg'd, there 
is any Church- power greater than theirs was. 


Now they tell us, they had yo dominon over 
the faith of Chriſtians, and Conſequently, 
NONE over their Conſciences ; for tho' 
we commonly diſtinguiſh matters of Con- 


ſcience, into matters of Faith and of Practice, 
yet Sp Faith extends to the whole com- 


paſs of Duty; for whatſcever is not of faith 


is ,; they (the apoſtles) expreſſly fay, the 


owe 


they cannot by their Laws oblige their 
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power given them was for Edification ; which 
being the proper end, explains the nature 
of it. A power for Edification is a power 
to promote truth and ſincere Religion, which 
can never be promoted by men's being 
obliged to act contrary to the Inward Con- 
viction of their own minds or without xt : 7 
therefore, the Apoſtles muſt be underſtood |: 


to have diſclaim'd any Authority obliging 


Chriſtians in ſuch a Manner: And from 
hence we may ſee the juſt limits of Church- 
power; Its deciſions bind the Conſcience 
as far as men are Convinc'd, and no farther; '* 
Any higher claim of Authority not only 
carnot be inferr'd from the defign of Fe- 
clefiaſtical power, according to the Scriptures, 
namely, Edification, but indeed is utterly : 
inconſiſtent with it. * — 
I é do not ſpeak of, that which is not 


only the Right but, the Indiſpenſible duty 


of Chriſtians to ſeparate from the fellow- 
ſhip of thoſe who are caled brethren and 
walk diſorderly, that is, as the Apoſtle de- 
{ſcribes them, 1 Cor. . 


oners ; or who in any other like inſtances 
notoriouſly tranſgreſs the PLain and Essentr- © 


| AL precepts of Jeſus Chriſt; for the Apoſile 


exhorts the Corinthians to put away the In- 
ceſtuous perſon from among them; and aſſerts | 


their Right (which is the Common Right 


of all Criſtian Churches) ſq far to judge 4 
them that are withis, This pewer, which 
Bj 


IT. t ornicators. 15 
Covetous, Idolaters, Railers, Drunkards, Extorti- * | 
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realy is of ſelf-preſervation, in ſo far as it af- 
ets the guilty, can only puniſh their ſcand- 
als, not their ſins; and has of it ſelf na 
other Proper and IMMEDIATR tendency than 
to produce an External Reformation, not 
real Religion, which wholly depends on the 
Authority of God and the motives of Another 
world. But will it at all follow, that be- 
cauſe we ought to deny the tokens of 
Chriſtian Communien to thoſe who fin a- 
gainſt their light, and are ſelf-Condemn'd, there- 
fore we ſhou'd alſo deny them to ſuch as 
walk according to their Light tho Different 
from ours, in points that are not EssENTIAL? 
Becauſe the Rules of the Goſpel direct us 
to Separate from thoſe who are openly 
ſcandalous and profligate in their lives, do- 
ing thoſe things which the Common ſenſe 
of Mankind Condemns, therefore we may 
alſo ſeparate from ſuch as Differ from us, 
in things wherein the Reaſon of Men and 
the ſincerity of Chriſtians permit them ta 
differ. In the former of theſe Caſes, the 
Apoſtle requires the Corinthians not ſo much 
as to eat with the Diſſolute and Immoral - 
in the latter the ſame Apoſtle Requires the 
Romans to receive the weak Into the greateſt 
Intimacies of their Religious fellewſhip. Or 
finally, becauſe'to preſerve the External purity 
of a Viſible Church, marks of diſgrace are 
put on ſuch abominable actions, (agree- 
ably to the general prevailing ſentiments of 
Mankind who have annex d honour 5 diſ- 
. honour 


* 


33 Religious Obedience founded _ 
honour to Actions which have the ourward 


—_ 


appearance of Virtuous and Vicious) Can it 
be juſtly inferr'd that Mere Ecclefiaſtical | 


Authority is ſufficient to determine points of 
Conſcience, ſo that any thing ſhall com- 


mence good or bad, duty or ſin only by it's 
declarations, and a man may reſt ſatisfy'd in 
them without the Perſuaſion of his own 


Mind. 


Chriſt, not only may, but are bound to 
Acquieſce in their Determinations; 


and other Ceremonies, Merely on the ſcore 
of Tradition, which during their weakneſs 
was a Rule to them: But this is fo far 
from proving that EC LESIASTICA I 


POW ER dos properly and of it ſelf bind 


the Conſcience, that indeed it demonſtrates 


the Contrary ; for in all ſuch caſes the only 
foundation upon which a man can act Con- 


ſcientiouſly, is his Private Perſuaſion; it limits 
and Circumſcribe's the extent of Humane 


Authority, and is not limited and circum- 


ſcribed by it. If a deciſion of Men binds 


any perſon, tis in matters wherein he thinks 


they have power ; When they carry their 
pretenſions farther, determine things where- 


in his judgment do's not allow their Autho- 
rity, their Decrees muſt be regarded by him 


ay 


Cs 
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I confeſs ſuch as are of opinion that. any 
man or Society of Men have any ſuch Autho- 
rity lodg' in their hands by our Lord Jeſus 


and 
like this probably was the Caſe of the Ju- 
daixing Chriſtians, who obſerv'd ſome days 
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as void ; and Conſequently if any one's Con- 
{ſcience diſallows humane Authority in the 
loweſt inſtances wherein 'tis Exercis'd, its 
Acts can produce no obligation upon him; 
elſe the Rights of Private Judgment may be 
invaded in all caſes, and Conſcience given up 
up to the Will of men: Forit is as really in- 
jur'd if a man be forc'd to act againft its 
light in a Circumſtance, as in an Article of 
Faith ; and in the leaſt things he that doulis 
is damn d, if he complys. From all which it 
is apparent, that ECCLESIASTICAL 
Au rhonfrr has no power over Con- 
ſcience; indeed none at all but what Con- 
ſcience gives it, and therefote muſt Yield to 


it s Superior, whenever their Voices differ. 


The Direction given to the Corinthians, 
1. Ep. XIV. 40. Let all things be done de- 
cently and in order is alledged by many to 


be a ſufficient foundation for the Churches 


power in points of external Order: But 
what thoſe points are eyen Proteſtants are 


not agreed; ſome Extend them to Ceremonies 


and Modes of worſhip, which are neither 
Expreſly Commanded nor forbidden in the 
word. of God ; Others limit them to the 


f Natural Circumſtances of actions: Upon theſe 


different opinions different ſchemes of Eccle- 


flaſtical Conſtitutions are erected. Without en- 


tring into this debate I ſhall only make 


ſome remarks to Explain that Text, as far 
as it has any relation to my preſent ſubject; 
whereby it will appear that no proper Au- 

„„ 1 thority 
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thority, however limited, in ſome Chriſtians, 


binding others againſt or without the Per- 
ſuaſion F their own Minds, is founded Upon © | 


|! | BY 
| Firſt, the Rule is preſcrib'd to the Members 
of the Corinthian Church, Concerning them- 
ſelves and their own Actions, and no 
Authority Committed to ſome over others. 
The ſame perſons who had been guilty of 
the diſorders and indecencies, mentioned 
in the Preceeding part of the Chapter, are 
in the concluſion required to do all things, 
tlecently and in order; not the leſt in- 
ſinuation, as if the Governours of the 
Church were Entruſted to Execute the 
Apoſtle's precept, far leſs that they were 
to be the ſole judges of what is Decent, and 
the people IN DISPENSIELY oblidg'd to ſub- * 
mit to their determination. Common ſenſe 


it ſelf and Diſcretion (ſetting aſide the 
Chriſtian virtues, which will encline men 


to a regular behaviour in all things) are ſuf- 
ficient to ſecure che Outward Decorum of Aſ- 
ſemblies, which only the Apoſtle is there 


ſpeaking of ; and there is no need of a proper 
22 He do's not ſo much as once 

ention Authority, nor at all Enforce his 
direction by it; but all along Argues from 


| ſuch plain Reaſons, as all are equally Judg- 


II. There is not in that Chapter, nor any E 
where elſe in Scripture either precept or Ex- 
ample for Excommunications or any Other 


Eccle- 
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Ecclefaſtical Cenſutes to be inflited for what 


the Church may think indecent, or what is really 
in it ſelf ſo. Theſe are things of an inferior 
Nature, not to be put in ballance with the 
weightier Matters of Religion. The Apoſtle 
in the ſame Epiſtle Exhorts the Corinthians 
to avoid the Infectious Company of Scanda- 
lous perſons ; and when ene in their Com- 


munion was guilty of ixceſt, they muſt purge 


out the old leaven; but for Irregularities in 


their Congregations, tho* thoſe they Com- 
mitted were very Groſs, he contents him- 
ſelf with adviſing them to reform ; not a 


word of rejecting the guilty or debarring 


them from any part of Chriſtian Communion, 


therefore Eccleſiaſtical Power in Matters of 
ZZ Decency and ORDER muſt be Per- 
ſuaſive only; ſince according to the Laws of 


Jeſus Chriſt, it's appointments have No San- 


cCions added to them. | 


It is of Dangerous conſequence for th 


Church to lay too great ſtreſs on points 
of apprehended Order, as if they were 
| Equal to the Great Chriltian Virtues; and 
tranſgreſſors againſt the one and the Other 
to be treated after the ſame Manner; for 


thus men are led to overvalue things which 


3 . 
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are but inſignificant in Compariſon, and 
place a great deal of Religion in them, 
or to diſeſteem the very Vitals of Chriſti- 
anity, as if they were more important 
than the Arbitrary and Variable Actions f 
bumant Contriyance, or the mere Uncertain 

| | | appoint- 
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appointments of Humane prudence. - | 
And Laſtly, let it be conſider d how 
a ProrPeR and AzSOLUTE Authority in ſome 
- Chriſtians to determine and oblige Others 
to ſubmit to their Determinations in points 
of Order can conſiſt with the Rights of 
private Judgment, which belongs to all 
_ Chriſtians, and which Proteſtants zealouſſy 
contend for, as the EssENTIAL PRINCIPLE 
of the Rerokmartion ; For Let us ſuppoſe, 
that Governors make a Decree purſuant to 
the powers they claim, and the perſons 
affected by it cannot in Conſcience Comply, 
or declare they cannot; either Authority 
muſt ſtop, or Conſcience be trampled on. 
Either ſome muſt judge for others, what is 
a point of mere order to be ſubmitted to, 
and what is a ſinſul impoſition to be Re- 
lifted; and who dare truſt them, unleſs 
he knows they are infallible ? or elſe, every 
man muſt judge for -himſelf : The former 
3s a Pepiſh Principle, the latter deſtroys # 
a proper Eccleſtaſtical power, which ſhal | 
bind Conſcience even in the matters of 
Order and decency. % 
And now, to Conclude, ſince it is ſo- 
evident that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has not 
only, granted all his Difciples the priviledge, 


but ſtrictiy enjoyn'd them to Enquire into | 


his will Revealed in the Goſpel, ' that from | 
thence they rey 4 learn what to believe and 
what to prattiſe, and without ſubmitting 
Implicitely to HuMAns Daciazat 


on Perſonal Perſuaſion, 5 
ow BE 
ome 
hers 
ints - 
of 


in the Liberty wherewith he hath ma 


oss and decifions in any point of Faith 


or Duty, May by following impartially their 
own light the full Per ſugſion of their own 
Minds, obtain his a pprobation. 

Let us uſe this priviledge and obey this 
precept, having always a cloſe and immediate 
regard to him and as being accountable to 
Him only, not to men, Let us one faſt 

e us free ; 
Let us call no man or Society of men our 


| Maſters ; for one is our Maſter even Chriſt, 


and all we are brethren, 
On this foundation alone we ſhall have 
confidence towards h m, and boldneſs in the day 


